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been engaged in these talks on cellular tele-
phones for a very long time, and the dead-
line, as I said, purely coincidentally ran out
at this time. But it is a good illustration of
the problem we face in entering the Japanese
market.

Q. But if you take action in support of
Motorola’s bid to penetrate the Japanese
market, won’t that lead to retaliation by the
Japanese, and couldn’t that be the start of
a trade war?

The President. It could be, but I think
they would have to think long and hard about
it. I mean, after all, with all the Japanese in-
vestment in this country and all the jobs that
are here and with all the trade we have in
Japan, they still have a built-in trade surplus
of tens of billions of dollars, and not only
with us but with many other countries. They
have reached a point now in their gross and
wealth and strength when it is simply no
longer acceptable for, I think for their own
consumers as well as for the rest of us, for
them to follow a policy so radically different
from the policy of every other advanced
economy. It costs jobs and incomes in our
country and Europe and other places and
causes their people to have to pay almost 40
percent more for basic products. I just think
it’s an unsustainable policy. I said so last sum-
mer when I went there; I still believe it. And
it’s just not acceptable for the United States
to continue on the same path.

Q. What about options other than trade
sanctions?

The President. We’re looking at several
options, but I’m not ruling anything out.

Q. Isn’t it a little dangerous now, on the
eve of a major decision with North Korea’s
nuclear program, to enter into this politically
difficult period with Japan? The United
States will need Japan——

The President. Well, we will need Japan.
But the United States, Japan, and China all
agree with South Korea on this policy, that
we should be pursuing a nonnuclear Korean
Peninsula. That is not going to change. I
would call you back to the statements that
both Prime Minister Hosokawa and I made
when he was here. We have great common
interests and a natural friendship, and I don’t
think that’s going to change. But the relation-
ship has to change. There are elements in

Japanese society and elements in the Japa-
nese political system who very much want
the relationship to change. So we’re just
going to have to see what our options are
and proceed.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:42 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President
Nursultan Nazarbayev of Kazakhstan
February 14, 1994

Bosnia
Q. President Nazarbayev, do you support

NATO’s decision to threaten the Bosnian
Serbs with air strikes in case they don’t re-
move all their artillery from the hills sur-
rounding Sarajevo?

President Nazarbayev. Despite the fact
that Kazakhstan is well removed from those
events by a great distance, I still believe we
all as members of the U.N. respect the deci-
sion taken by the Security Council.

Q. Mr. President, is there a gap between
the U.N. and the United States on what steps
need to be taken in order to launch air
strikes?

President Clinton. I don’t have any rea-
son to believe that there is. Keep in mind
the Secretary-General asked NATO to take
the action we took and made it clear that—
we made it clear that we do not want to take
that action unless we could follow through
on it, that is, unless the conditions were met
that we would take the action we said. And
he agreed with that. So I have no reason to
believe that there is any difference of opin-
ion.

Q. Do you sense that the Serbs are begin-
ning to cooperate?

President Clinton. I think so. Again, let
me say that the larger issue is whether we
can move toward a reasonable peace agree-
ment quickly after establishing a safe zone
around Sarajevo. But we’re just going to have
to see. There’s still a few more days left be-
fore the time runs out.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:35 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
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available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

The President’s News Conference
With President Nursultan
Nazarbayev
February 14, 1994

President Clinton. Good afternoon. I’m
delighted to welcome President Nazarbayev
of Kazakhstan to the White House today.
This was our first meeting, and it was a very
good one.

As I said, this was our first meeting, and
it was a very good one. Over the last year
I asked both Vice President Gore and Sec-
retary of State Christopher to visit
Kazakhstan during their trips to the region.
Both told me how impressed they were by
the great progress Kazakhstan has achieved
under the strong leadership of President
Nazarbayev.

While there are many aspects to the wid-
ening relationship between our two nations,
one of the most important is our work in nu-
clear nonproliferation. When the Soviet
Union dissolved in 1991, there were four of
the New Independent States, Russia,
Ukraine, Belarus, and Kazakhstan, who had
Soviet strategic nuclear weapons on their ter-
ritory. One of my highest national security
priorities has been to ensure that the breakup
of the former Soviet Union did not lead to
the creation of new nuclear states. Such a
development would increase the risks of nu-
clear accidents, diversion, or terrorism.
That’s why when I was in Minsk last month,
I praised Belarus for working to eliminate
its nuclear weapons and why last month’s his-
toric agreement to destroy over 1,800 nuclear
weapons in Ukraine is so important.

In the 2 years since Kazakhstan attained
its independence, it has shown the leadership
to meet its international arms control obliga-
tions and to address the most dangerous leg-
acy of the cold war. Kazakhstan signed a pro-
tocol in Lisbon making it a party to the
START Treaty. In July of 1992, Kazakhstan
ratified that accord. And last December, Vice
President Gore had the privilege of being in
Almaty when Kazakhstan’s Parliament voted
to accede to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty as a nonnuclear state.

Today I was honored when President
Nazarbayev presented me with his Govern-
ment’s instrument of accession to the NPT.
This historic step sets an example for the en-
tire world at a pivotal time in international
nonproliferation efforts. It will affect over
1,000 warheads from SS–18 missiles, the
most deadly in the cold war arsenal of the
former Soviet Union.

This step will also allow Kazakhstan and
the United States to develop a full and mutu-
ally beneficial partnership. To strengthen
that partnership and to support Kazakhstan’s
economic reforms, I am announcing today
a substantial increase in the United States
assistance to Kazakhstan from $91 million
last year to over $311 million this year. In
addition, we are prepared to extend another
$85 million in funds for the safe and secure
dismantlement of nuclear weapons in 1994
and ’95.

President Nazarbayev and I also agreed
today to continue our efforts to encourage
and facilitate trade and investment between
our two nations. We signed a charter on
democratic partnership which states our
common commitment to democratic values,
including the rule of law and respect for indi-
vidual rights. These values were a source of
strength in both our multiethnic societies.

The United States and Kazakhstan will also
sign agreements today on scientific coopera-
tion, space, defense conversion, investment
protection, and other areas. These are the
building blocks of a strong and enduring rela-
tionship.

The President’s visit here today opens a
bright new era for that relationship, and the
United States looks forward to being
Kazakhstan’s friend and partner in the
months and the years ahead. We believe we
have established the basis for a long-term
partnership of immense strategic importance
and economic potential for the United States.

President Nazarbayev has shown great
courage, vision, and leadership, and we are
prepared and eager to work closely with him
and with the people of Kazakhstan.

Mr. President, the microphone is yours.
President Nazarbayev. Mr. President, la-

dies and gentlemen, the—[inaudible]—offi-
cial visit to the United States is a crucial stage
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